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The Church at Horseshoe Bay will come together on Thursday, May 3 
for the National Day of Prayer. The sanctuary will be open from 
9:00am – 11:00am for anyone to pray on a “come-and-go” basis. 
Then, at 11:00am, we will have a more formal time of prayer as we 
pray specifically for the world, our nation, public officials and the 
Church. The National Day of Prayer was created in 1952 by a joint 
resolution of Congress and signed into law by President Harry S. Tru-
man. In 1988, the law was unanimously amended designating the first 
Thursday of May as a day of national prayer. Every president since 
1952 has signed a National Day of Prayer proclamation. Prayer brings 
people together. Prayer builds bridges between opposing persons and 
even political parties. Prayer reminds us 
that we are created in God's image and 
share a common human unity.  The 2018 
prayer theme is Pray for America -   
UNITY, based upon Ephesians 4:3 which 
challenges us to mobilize unified public 
prayer for America, "Making every effort 
to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace." 

SERMON SERIES CONTINUES 

The Sunday morning sermon series 

on the Acts of the Apostles continues 

through May. Why not read the scrip-

ture texts ahead of time before com-

ing to worship in order to gain a better 

understanding of the context of the 

sermon and the background the first-

century church?  

             May 6 – Acts 7, 8 

             May 13 – Acts 9, 10 

             May 20 – Acts 11, 12 

             May 27 – Acts 13, 14 

TO ISRAEL! 

Forty-two members and friends of the 
Church at Horseshoe Bay  are taking 
a spiritual trip of a lifetime in going to 
Israel from May 7-16. Pastor Malcolm 
McQueen and former pastor Johnny 
White are co-leading this trip.  In next 
month’s newsletter look for thoughts 
and reflections from participants. 
Please pray that our Lord will use this 
trip to deepen the faith of those on 
the trip. 

CHURCH HISTORY books are available 
for purchase in the Church office and on 
Sunday mornings in the Narthex for $5. A 
special thank you to Jim  Jorden for author-
ing this historical document for our church 
and the Memorial Fund for underwriting the 
publication. Contact the office if you would 
like one ! 

May 2018 



                                                    GLORIOUS SPRING 
 
 
I’m standing here by the church on the hill near the memorial prayer garden watching puffy clouds roll overhead like     
cotton balls floating in the air. The grandeur of God hovers like a butterfly over a flower as the spring season fires up. 
   Oh, glorious spring! It paints the world with color--green grass, orange fruit and purple flowers. The priest and poet 
Gerard Manley Hopkins applauded spring: "Nothing is so beautiful as spring--when weeds, in wheels, shoot long and 
lovely and lush." 
   Spring hails as the season of drenching rains with the patter of water hitting your windshield or roof. Water refreshes the 
landscape, sprinkling earth with God’s glory. 
   Farmers know beautiful spring as the season of sowing seeds. 
   I once pastored a church in Locker, Texas. The community blossomed with simplicity--a white-frame church, an out-
house, rows of fence, grazing cows, rolling hills and a Texas farm-to-market road. 
   Church leaders farmed to make their living. Peanut farmers told tales of planting seeds, harvesting crops, wrestling with 
rattle snakes in bins and hauling the crop to market. The locals celebrated harvest time, the climax of hard work come to 
fruition. No harvest, though, arrived without seed sowing. 
   Farmer Merle Taylor once offered this city boy some advice: "If you’re gonna be a farmer, you gotta have faith. You till 
the soil, plants the seeds, and hope it rains. You wait a lot. It takes faith in God to be a farmer." 
   Jesus spoke of sowing seeds. He sat by the sea, unfolding a story of wonder. A farmer sowed seed. Some fell along the 
path, some on rocks, some among the thorns, and some on good soil (Matthew 13:1-9). The seeds that fell on good soil 
produced a crop. 
   Celebrate spring, that season of asking God to break up the hard ground of the heart, to plant his seed in the soul, and 
to send the rain of his Spirit to bear fruit. It takes 
faith to sow the seed and faith to bloom like Jesus 
where you’re planted. Nothing is so lovely as spring! 
 
The Joy of Spring, John 
Co Pastor at The Church at Horseshoe Bay 
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Emory Garlick 5/1 Ellie Jefferies 5/8 Charlotte Steindorf 5/21

Eleanor Trochta 5/3 Gary Whetstine 5/9 Diane Land 5/21

Jo Ann Warren 5/3 Patt Schiewitz 5/9 John Minyard 5/22

Robin Ola 5/3 June Sargent 5/10 Ernest Trochta 5/22

Christine Wood 5/4 Mike Campbell 5/13 Georgia Lehr 5/24

Shirleen Bonacci 5/5 Dora Tweed 5/14 Larry Canter 5/25

Bruce Anderson 5/5 Ed Ayers 5/16 Ann Eckelbarger 5/25

Sherry Anderson 5/5 Luann Sewell 5/16 Neal Younker 5/26

Jim Hampton 5/6 Tom Stanton 5/17 Mary Barker 5/26

Olta Potts 5/6 Jean Kiker 5/18 Geneva Dalton 5/26

Margie Smith 5/7 Marilyn Howard 5/18 Raymond Ploeger 5/27

Beverly McFall 5/7 Wendy Christesson 5/18 Elizabeth Arroyave-Pitts 5/29

Rich Guffey 5/7 Sue Vaught 5/19 Myrna Floyd 5/29

Gerry Fair 5/7 Christine Reed 5/19 Marilynn Campbell 5/30

Norman Homburg 5/8 Andy Burk 5/19 Ward Lott 5/31

Jerry Clinesmith 5/31

Scott & Gail Matthews 5/9

Lawrence & Lynn Erickson 5/11

David & Ruth Wright 5/17

Rodney & Sara Teague 5/19

Garry & Michele Kesler 5/21

Bill & Jeanne Worley 5/21

Kyle & Brenda Womack 5/22

Jessie & Justin Bochat 5/25

Bob & Edith Grinnell 5/27

Andy & Lee Ann Burk 5/27

Gary & Nancy Whetstine 5/27

Bob & Sue Poole 5/28

Bill & Jane Boisvert 5/28
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Wayne & Scarlett Reimer 5/28
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May Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Seekers Class 
Mystical Tradition 

 

5/6  “Merkabeh Mysticism” 

5/13 “The Hasidim of Medieval Germany” 

5/20 “The Beginnings of Kabbalah” 

5/27 “Mature Kabbalah-Zohar” 

Books and Scones – Tuesday, May 29, at 2:30 pm 

The Mercy Prayer by Robert Gelinas 

Books are $5 and available in the library office. Our meeting will be 

enlightening as we discuss the One Prayer Jesus Always Answers. 

Faith Bridge 
Forgiveness: Finding Peace Through 
Letting Go, by Adam Hamilton 

 

5/6   Session 2  “For Better, for Worse” 

5/13 Session 3, “Seventy Times Seven” 

5/20 Session 4  “The Dreamcoat” 

Women’s Bible Study 
Who Is This Man by John Ortberg 

5/6 Video lesson 5 

All In by Mark Batterson 

5/13 “Pack Your Coffin” 

5/20 “Charge!” 

5/27 “Rim Huggers” 

Bible Alive 
Prophecies of Ezekiel- “Messages of Doom” 

5/6   Ch. 19-20                        

5/13 Ch. 21-22 

5/20 Ch. 23-24      

   “Messages Against Foreign Nations” 

5/27 Ch.25-27 

Adult Christian Education 

Sundays at 9:45 am 

New Beginnings Class 

New Study: Happiness by Randy Alcord 



THE FREEZER IS FULL! 

 

Our Church Ladies have been Cookin’!  There are 
now in our kitchen freezer plenty of casseroles, meat 
dishes, soups and quiches all lovingly prepared for 
any church member who is sick, recovering from 
surgery or otherwise unable to cook a healthy meal 
for themselves and/or their spouse.   

The “Freezer Friends” Freezer is on the right side of 
the kitchen and dishes are all labeled with 
ingredients and freezing dates.  Please log out in the 
log book to the right of the freezer what you are 
removing from the freezer so that we can keep track 
of replacement needs. 

  

                      

 

“From Dirt Lot to Dream Home”  

By Christine Keffeler, HLH Director of Communication  

March, 2018  

The gathering forms slowly and tentatively at first. Some 
remain in their parked cars, waiting until the announced 
time is almost upon us. Braver ones emerge and 
extrovert excitedly. Eventually, we are aware of an 
underlying din as our numbers increase. Folks come 
dressed in their Sunday best or "Thank-God-it's-the-
weekend" casual shorts or jeans and lots in between. 
Children cluster together in a noisy clique, exploring the 
new territory, already claiming a gnarly boulder as "Mine!" 
Palpable excitement fills in the air. The din has doubled.  

Inside the house, swells of people "ooh" and "aah" while 
peeking into the freshly painted rooms. Our homeowner-
to-be proudly leads a casual tour with her family, friends, 
and religious leader. Habitat for Humanity board 
members, hardworking volunteers, contractors, suppliers, 
and city officials smile, chat with each other, and explain 
their part of building this lovely new home. Many have 
donated both labor and materials. The kitchen counters 
overflow with goodies that everyone has brought. Kids 
and adults alike stuff a final cookie into their mouths as 
we wander back outside. "Like herding cats," someone 
chuckles.  

When the actual dedication begins, our affiliate's 
president welcomes everyone gathered and introduces 
our key players. Next, he draws a verbal picture of the 
transformation from barren dirt lot to cozy completed 
house. As he honors each individual group of 
contributors, he invites them to raise their hands and be 
recognized.  

His Call to Worship offers germane scriptures from the 
Bible, relating how they pertain to our mission as a 
Habitat affiliate and for doing the Lord’s work. He 
underscores that our mission is based upon interrelated 
key ingredients: Donated labor, purchased materials, 
tenacious teamwork, patience, prayers, and spirited 
giving -- all topped with enormous gratitude.  

The transformation at the corner of Avenue M and 2nd 
Street in Marble Falls, Texas is now complete. A brand 
new Bible and key to the front door seal the deal…from a 
barren dirt lot to a dream-come-true. Home!  

Ascribe Praise 

 

“The church is the only organization that exists for its 

non-members.” When I first heard the phrase I 

thought, “That’s a clever slogan, but a bit pejorative to 

church members.” But after re-reading the story of 

Jesus’s call to his disciples to go to Jerusalem, Judea, 

Samaria and the ends of the earth (Acts 1), I got to 

thinking about that slogan some more and there is 

truth to it. Every church’s mission is beyond self-

maintenance. Rather, it’s about working the balance 

between cultivating authentic community within the 

current church body as well as planning and praying 

for the next members not already here and among us.   

Zach Hample, at the time a 23-year old, wrote How to 

Snag Major League Baseballs. Over the previous 

eleven years, Zach had brought home 1,680 major 

league baseballs and at the time of publication, he 

had a streak of 264 games in which he caught at least 

one. Zach averaged six balls a game. He was  inter-

viewed by Sports Illustrated magazine and asked how 

he did it. He explained, “Use your head.” “Be in the 

right place at the right time.” Zach knew when every 

major league ballpark opened for batting practice so 

he was always first in line to catch a batting practice 

foul ball. He also knew where certain hitters were like-

ly to foul off pitches and positioned himself during the 

game to be in that general location. Little did he know, 

but Zach articulated the message of the Acts of the 

Apostles: Jesus calls churches to position themselves 

where people are at and be ready as God orches-

trates connections.     

 We have a great church and I am blessed and proud 

to serve as one of your pastors. Let’s continue to keep 

Jesus’ commission before us and Zach’s strategy in 

mind as we position ourselves to be used by our Lord.  

In Christ, 

Malcolm McQueen   

Average 8:30 Attendance 101

Average 11:00 Attendance 275

Average Sunday School Total Attendance 135

April Actual YTD Actual Last YTD Actual Remaining Budget

Contributions 79,260$              314,583$            341,779$                     825,417$                 

Miscellaneous Income 1,485$                4,091$                 10,630$                       11,909$                   

Operating Expenses (47,811)$            (221,307)$           (258,462)$                   (574,563)$               

Building Fund Transfers -$                    -$                     (2,167)$                        -$                         

Benevolence Giving (36,494)$            (158,230)$           (164,980)$                   (201,770)$               

Net Excess/(Shortfall) (3,560)$              (60,863)$             (73,200)$                      60,993$                   

Financial Report and Attendance as of April 23, 2018

      Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation



Legends and Legacies 
By Jim Jorden Church Historian 

 

 

 

 

This article introduces a continuing series in the monthly newsletter that looks back at some of the people and activities 
that changed the course of this Congregation's history.  The people portrayed will be deemed "champions" in this series.  
What are champions?  In the recently published history of The Church at Horseshoe Bay (hereafter called Building Tradi-
tions), I said the following about champions: 

More often than not, leaders, especially founding leaders, can be characterized as "champions."  A "champion" can be 
defined as one who has a passion for the work to be done and is willing to devote the necessary time and effort 
to make the enterprise succeed.  The Church at Horseshoe Bay was and is blessed with many champions in its       
worship and work. 

This series will interview a number of champions and attempt to tell their stories – in their own words if possible – about 
how a certain ministry of the church came to be. 

 

After quite a lengthy period of stasis in all church programs, Women of the Word (WOW) began its activities in January 
2005.  Gail Matthews, founding chair of WOW, remembers thinking in 2004, 

"God said in the Book of Revelation to the church at Sardis:  “You have the reputation of being alive, but you 
are dead.  Wake up!  Strengthen what remains and is about to die.”  I believed our church was in danger of be-
come “Sardis” and I felt God’s call to me to begin a women’s ministry in The Church at Horseshoe Bay – a min-
istry wherein our ladies would have an opportunity to fellowship with one another and host spiritually uplifting 
and inspirational events.  They could also organize and carry out various mission opportunities in which the en-
tire church could participate.  I know that when women are united in God’s love, there is no stopping what they 
can accomplish for the Lord." 

 

But, it took a little while to get WOW going; as Gail recalls, 

"My first attempt to begin this ministry was turned down because I was told that the people of Horseshoe Bay 
had moved here to retire and this idea would not work.  I simply did not and do not believe you can retire from 
serving God when you reach 65.  God kept urging me to try again and in January 2005, Pete Christy said to 
me, “I think that would be just fine – go for it.”  And WOW held its first meeting ten days after my conversation 
with Pete." 

 

Sure enough, there were other people not yet ready to "retire."  As it turns out, there were …. 

"….thirteen wonderful Christian women on a mission with me to unite the women of our church, demonstrating 
to others the joy of serving the Lord.  In doing so, the men of our church would hopefully follow, and they did 
just that." 

 

As recounted in the Building Traditions history book, In its inaugural year of 2005, WOW held two ladies luncheons which 
had program themes of "a woman from the Bible" presented through first-person presentations by Gail Matthews.  WOW 
also took on a service project called "Bear the Burden," wherein teddy bears were collected for donation to children being 
removed from abusive homes.  The following year these activities were repeated, with the addition of a Bible study retreat 
at Camp Buckner and a "Diaper Drive," wherein diapers were collected for donation to The Helping Center and Family 
Crisis Center. 
       Pastor Malcolm McQueen observed, “I don’t think anyone would argue that a vital women’s ministry in a congre-    
       gation is hugely important. In my first year at the CHSB, I observed first-hand just how true that is for our church.    
       The Spring luncheon drew women from all over the Highlands Lake area.  As did the Fall retreat. But the truth is  
       WOW touches lives in significant ways throughout the year. They bring a vitality and ministry that is so important  
       for what our church is about.” 

 

As Gail looks back on 13 years of WOW activity in The Church at Horseshoe Bay, she reflects, 

"It is important for the Women of the Word not to become stale or lukewarm but to remember 
God started this ministry in our church and they must continue to be receptive to His calling, 
stepping out boldly with new ideas and new endeavors. "My hope is that WOW will continue 
to be a vital part of the CHSB and that the spiritual growth of all the women in our church will 
continue to be the mission of the ministry.  The WOW logo is the profile of a woman’s head 
inside the open pages of the Bible.  My prayer is that every woman in our Church can be   
recognized or identified by that logo.”  



Men of Faith Hosted a Fellowship Social  

at the St. Paul Catholic Church Linda Finn Family Life Center 

 

The Men of Faith hosted a Spring Social Event featuring fellowship, pizza, drinks and an interesting presenta-
tion by Quynh and Dave Rathkamp, owners of the Save the World Brewery.  The event was held at the St. Paul Finn 
Family Life Center at 6 pm on Tuesday, April 24th.  A delicious supper of Papa Murphy pizzas and Save the World 
drinks was enjoyed by all.   

Following the meal Men of Faith, Chairman of the Steering Committee, Bob Rogers welcomed about 175 folks, 
said a prayer and introduced the guest speakers to the St. Paul the Apostle Church and the Church at Horseshoe Bay 
members and guests.  He told them that Quynh and Dave would speak about their journey "from success to signifi-
cance.” 

Dave began by admitting that he was born with many huge advantages over other people.  He said that he was 
white, male, Protestant, with loving Christian parents, and born in San Antonio, Texas.  Quynh chimed in and said that 
she was at the opposite end of the scale.  She was female, non-white, had Buddhist parents, and at six-years old her 
family and she were “boat people” fleeing Vietnam to the US.  Then she added that thankfully her family was sponsored 
by the First Presbyterian Church of Texarkana, Arkansas.   She said that was where she learned of God and Jesus and 
became a Christian.   She sort of left the faith in college and she went to Tulane for medical school and residency train-
ing.  She became a doctor of Internal Medicine.   During this time she met Dave and they dated for 5 years before they 
married.   

They lived in the Dallas area where Dave practiced Pediatrics in Plano and Quynh worked in Internal Medicine 
in the DFW area.  They both were very successful and enjoyed practicing medicine with the physicians they met.  How-
ever, Dave wanted Quynh to know God better and they attended a church with one of Dave’s cousins.  

Dave continued with their “success to significance” story by relating discussions he had in the church’s men’s 
group that met regularly to study the Bible.  It was during these times that they talked about the talents God gave them 
and what did God really want them to do.  Dave let be known that he wanted to make beer; in fact he had been brewing 
beer at home for years.   During this time Quynh and Dave talked at home and she told Dave that when she retired she 
wanted to contribute the profits to charity.  After much talking and praying they decided to open a brewery and make it a 
nonprofit.  They flashed a picture up on the screen showing a cute little 4-year old child ready to jump off of the edge of 
a big swimming pool into the arms of his father.  Quynh called their move into the business world, “A Leap of Faith” – the 
words describing the picture on the screen. 

The Save the World brewery in Marble Falls is four years old and Quynh and Dave are feeling good about how 
their life and the brewery are progressing.  From inception to date they have contributed $82,000 to non-profit organiza-
tions and project that they will hit six-figures by year’s end.   They came to Marble Falls because Dave’s family had a 
lake home and his family vacationed there for many years.  And while they both loved the beauty of the Hill Country with 
its lakes and trees, they are overjoyed at what great people they meet each day.  The tasting room in the brewery has 
many visitors of all ages, who come and mix with each other.  There are snacks and drinks for children and Save the 
World beer for the grown ups.  Dave and Quynh are pleased when their tasting room is full of people enjoying each oth-
er.  He quoted John 13:35, “By this all men will know that you are My disciple, if you have love for one another”, 

They answered many questions from the audience then ended their presentation by saying, “Thank you and 
Cheers!”   

Kyle Womack thanked Dave and Quynh for their talk and presented them with a carved cross made by Bill Ed-
wards. 



OFFICE CLOSED 

A reminder: the church office is closed on 
Monday, May 28 for Memorial Day. 

FORUM 

Just one more month for the Thursday after-
noon (1:00pm) Forum to meet, before taking a 
summer break. We meet in the Library. 

The Church at Horseshoe Bay 

600 Hi Ridge Rd. 

PO Box 8295 

Horseshoe Bay, Tx. 78657 
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Visit our website at: 
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